Trix Twin Railway i Historical overview

Trix from 1935 to 1973

Keith Jones i TTRCA representative for Canada and the USA.
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Pre-WWII Developments

c ]
. W.JBasset-Lowke had nencour
Stephan Bing t o -tdeepvee | 0]
railway in the 1920s.

| t was sold 1 n Bri-fawi n
Mo d el Rai |l way Systemo

. While rather crude, it was the first cheap
mass produced AOOO0 si z




Trix Twin Railway 1 Historical overview

IN THE BEGINNING
-

. Stephan Bing also owned a toy manufacturing
Co. in Germany.

1929 he began to make a construction set

along the |l i nes of what
. The steel strips had three lines of holes

arranged 1 n an AX0.-X®&hi
but rapidly became nTr |
_ With involvement of W.J Basset-L o wk e | N
Lt do was formed I n the

construction set marketing started.
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The f1r st

During 1933 and 1934 the first generation of
trains with cast locomotive construction and the
ability to run two trains on the same track was
developed in Germany.

. The nNnTri x EXpresso sys:!
Germany in 1935.

. The locomotives ran on 14 volt AC or 12 volt DC
power
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Two trains on one track

under independent control




Trix Twin Railway 1 Historical overview @
TR

C Collectors' Associution

Reversing an AC motor??

| s a complex and expens,|
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C Collectors' Association

The ATwin Traili no T
oo

Trix Express system was introduced to the UK for
Christmas 1935 by none other than W.J Basset-Lowke.

| t was known -aovketTwireTranBabkk s e

Rai |l wayo

Of German outline, the locos were painted green for the
UK market.

The ATwin Expresso | ogos o

catalogue wereover-pai nted with nTr
suggesting a last minute change of mind to use the
German name.
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1935 Trix Express loco




Trix Twin Railway 1 Historical overview

Remember those Trix construction

sets?

. The small metal discs that resulted from
punching the holes in the Trix metal strips were
poured into small cloth bags and used to weight
down the first generation of Trix coal-tenders!
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UK outline locos and rolling stock ===

added in 1936

= ﬁwﬁ

LMS Suburban set cat nr.

The LMS Express Passenger set cat nr. 2/335

The set had two brake third coaches and a first class coach. The photo above shows a restaurant car in place of the second brake grd.

LNER Suburban set catnr4/315
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Pre WWII developments
-

Introduction of
German Pacifics
Southern EMU
Diesel Flyer
ACoronation Scoto and ot he
AnAmeri cano Pacific
US outline freight rolling stock
4-4-0 Compound and Hunt Class locos




Trix Twin Railway i Historical overview @

TIR

The First German Pacific
N

AAC mechanism
Acull 3 axle driven
Aduto uncoupling by remote control anywhere on the track

Mecame the basis for the UK Pacifics that were introduced shortly after.
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C Collectors' Association

Southern Electric Multiple Unit
-

Al so known as t he ﬁPortsmouthc‘).

~

RIS
s 1j«i.‘,,r'%
S




Trix Twin Railway i Historical overview @

TIR

The Diesel Flyer
-

A Two car unit

A Featured automatic head and tail light operation based on direction of
travel.
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C Collectors' Associution

Presentation sets




Trix Twin Railway 1 Historical overview @
TR

C Collectors' Associuricn

The British Pacifics
N

ACoronation Scot (LMS)
Alying Scotsman (LNER)
Arincess Elizabeth (LMS)

Three great scale model trains by TTR in 1939!
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The American Pacific
N

Announced just pre- WWII. Some available post T war
German loco modified with bell, cowcatcher and headlight

Very rare, 50 reported to have been made, 13 known to exist
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C Collectors' Association

American outline rolling stock
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C Collectors' Associution

4-4-0 locos

LMS Compound in
Crimson Lake

LMS Compound in Black

LNER Hunt CIl| ass
in Apple Green
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The 4060s
.-

During WWII, the Trix UK factory was converted to
manufacturing precision gears, instruments and gyros.

Production of Trix Twin resumed in 1946, still pre-war
designs, some of it from pre-war stock

In 1948 a switch was made to use the Peco/Hornby
Dublo style coupling. This was the first major diversion
from the Trix Express design.

US outline 0-4-0 locos were introduced (for Export only
until 1950)

US passenger coaches were introduced
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US outline 0-4-0 locos
N

Switcher

Passenger
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US Passenger coaches

| - 1

- SEaESE S 2N Observation coach

Pullman coach

Baggage car
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| NTO THE 500S
e

C Collectors' Associution

The German2-4-2 fnSuper Automatico beca

British Rail colour schemes were introduced including BR rolling
stock

The German designed 0-4-0 AC chassis continued in production in
the UK.

Production of the Flying Scotsman resumed with a different remote
uncoupling system.

Tri x Express i n Germany 1 ntroduc
of 2-rail scale wheel rolling stock. This was maintained in parallel

with the Trix Express 3-rail items. Conversion to 12V DC was

started.

Only the 3-rail system with its coarse flanged wheels was retained
by TTR. In hindsight this was probably a poor decision!
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2-4-2 nSuper Aut omati
-

This loco featured remote control uncoupling at both ends
activated by cams on the AC mechanism reversing shatft.
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C Collectors' Associution

New Pacific (Scotsman) in BR colours

Blue available for one
year only (1951)

Green
available from
1952 to 1958
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Passenger rolling stock in BR livery
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1 9 5 0 avheel4reight wagons
-

Aph»
:&*‘t*u § e e —
AV®



Trix Twin Railway 1 Historical overview @
TR

C Collectors' Association
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1950s nWeltrol o6&
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C Collectors' Association

MI d 1 9 ledMeteor Diesel
]

Originally red and designed to run on AC, together with
positive direction control and a whistle

Featured automatic head and tail light change-over with
direction

Later versions were blue and designed to run on 12V DC
Note the nJacobso articul at
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C Collectors' Associuricn

Tri1 X NActl on Serit e

Probably the most notable Trix Accessory was the
AnEl evator Conveyoro; or nC

&\

Sty
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C Collectors' Association

CONVERSION TO 12VOLT DC
e

. 12V DC locos slowly introduced in 1956
using new pressed and riveted chassis

Instead of the German cast design. Same
0-4-0 and 4-4-0 bodies as before

. DC motors were a very good and powerful
German 3-pole design

. Fibre based track replaced the bakelite base

. Last AC locos (Scotsman) built in 1956 but
sold up to 1958.
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Organisational upheaval!
-

1957 - Trix Ltd sold to Ewart Holdings

1958 - Trix Ltd ceases trading and Dufay Ltd

purchases assets. Name changed to Trix Products
Ltd.

1960 - Production moved to Dufay, Birmingham
Production halted in 1961

1963 - Courtaulds took over Trix and resumed
production in Wrexham.

Left over tin-plate stock was bulldozed into a hole In
the car park!
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Late 50s and early 60s
c_—

. TRIX (UK) introduced a range of cast metal
bodi ed nNnScaleo | ocomot |

. 2rail capable nscal eo \
stock became available in an attempt to
spread Trix appeal to non-Trix owners

. Unfortunately, although excellent units, they
were a 3.8mm to the foot scale so looked
small in comparison to 00 units.

Second guestionable decision!
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C Collectors' Associution

Scale steam locos
oo

E2 Class 0-6-0

Collett Class 56XX 0-6-2



